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Building a Knowledge Economy

● 80% of GDP is Services for Advanced Economies - in 
developing countries its generally < 50% 

● China expected to grow Services from 50% to 60% of GDP 
by 2025

● In Advanced Economies, SMEs contribute up to 70% of 
GDP - in developing countries its often <  20%

● The Knowledge Economy depends on:

✓ Availability of Skilled Labour

✓ Access to knowledge, linked to effective digital education 

✓ Good ICT Infrastructure

✓ Entrepreneurship in the use of Knowledge

Quantity, Quality and Accessibility of Information



PROGRESS OF GOAL 4 IN 2019
Despite the considerable progress on 
education access and participation over the 
past years, 262 million children and youth 
aged 6 to 17 were still out of school in 
2017, and more than half of children and 
adolescents are not meeting minimum 
proficiency standards in reading and 
mathematics. Rapid technological changes 
present opportunities and challenges, but the 
learning environment, the capacities of 
teachers and the quality of education have not 
kept pace. Refocused efforts are needed to 
improve learning outcomes for the full life 
cycle, especially for women, girls and 
marginalized people in vulnerable settings.

● In 72 countries with recent data, approximately 7 in 10 children aged 3 and 4 were 
developmentally on track in at least three of the following domains: 
literacy-numeracy, physical development, social-emotional development and 
learning.

● In 2015, an estimated 617 million children and adolescents of primary and lower 
secondary school age worldwide (>50%) were not achieving minimum 
proficiency levels in reading and mathematics

● Some 750 million adults – two thirds of them women – remained illiterate in 
2016. Half of the global illiterate population lives in South Asia, and a quarter live in 
sub-Saharan Africa.

● Many developing countries still lack basic infrastructure and facilities to provide 
effective learning environments. Sub-Saharan Africa faces the biggest challenges: at 
the primary and lower secondary levels, less than half of schools have access to 
electricity, the Internet, computers and basic drinking water.

● Globally, there has been little progress in the percentage of primary school teachers 
who are trained: it has been stagnating at about 85 per cent since 2015. The 
proportion is lowest in sub-Saharan Africa (64 per cent).

Source: Report of the Secretary-General, Special edition: progress towards the Sustainable 
Development Goals

https://undocs.org/E/2019/68
https://undocs.org/E/2019/68


Macro-Trends  

● Ensuring all ages and groups have 
access to education that covers 
their learning and life needs

● Promoting continuous professional 
development of teachers and 
school leaders

● Teaching social and emotional 
skills for all ages

● Providing targeted teacher 
education on well-being

● Combating loneliness and 
challenging age discrimination. 

● Engaging students of all ages in 
volunteering

● Sharing the wisdom of older 
generations in classes

● Supporting innovative learning 
arrangements within schools and 
communities

● Advertising obesity, smoking, sleep 
deprivation

● Offering training in caring for 
fragile elders

● Supporting excellence in medical 
research and science

Lifelong 
learning

Social and 
emotional 
well-being

Physical 
health and 
lifestyles

Inter-
generational 
learning

Source: OECD (2019), Trends Shaping Education 2019, https://doi.org/10.1787/trends_edu-2019-en



Blueprint for the SMART Nation - Higher Education 

“The ambition and leadership the Egyptian Government has exhibited in 
creating country-wide access to world class content, on this scale, is a 
truly groundbreaking development. We believe such a knowledge bank 
for our citizens, delivered through Kortext’s inclusive personal study 
platform, will help Egypt’s knowledge economy accelerate.”

His Excellency, Dr Tarek G. Shawki 
Minister of Education and Technical Education for Egypt

The Egyptian Knowledge Bank (EKB) 
The World’s Largest Learning Environment and Materials Library

✓ ACCESS TO OVER 90 MILLION EGYPTION CITIZENS 
✓ 22 MILLION TOTAL STUDENTS
✓ 2.4 MILLION HIGHER EDUCATION STUDENTS



Significantly, Thutonet.ac.bw will enable students to access some 
of their textbooks and learning materials through an online 
e-content application designed to enable teachers to ascertain 
the progress made by students after consumption of the 
e-content.

The Model ICT schools project is supported by a consortium of 
private partners led by Microsoft and Kortext.

Botswana 
Kortext  part of National Schools Pilot

Blueprint for the SMART Nation - Schools 
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EDS oPAC

Kortext Content Other Content

Annotation

Assessment

Highlight

Citations

Translate

Feedback Writing tools

Prescriptive analytics
Learner engagement - get 
meaningful info about Learners’ 
progress and improvement 
paths

Efficiency for libraries
Get meaningful information about 
Learner interaction with expensive 
core course resources

Content suggestions for 
Learners

Learner engagement - get 
meaningful info about 
alternative learning paths

Improve

Personal Digital 
Library 

ePub ePub3 PDFs

Library Content

LearnDiscover

Global
collaboration

Curriculum Management
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Personal Digital Library
Microsoft
Connected to 
OneDrive/OneNote

Library books
Loan ebooks from your library 

systems

Lecture slides
Add personal notes Saved 
to Kortext

eTextbooks
Aggregated irrespective of 
publisher all on the Kortext 
platform – B2B

Open Education
And other resources

Course packs 
Notes, chapters, 
videos etc 
direct and through 
DCS

Journal articles
From your library or the 

web

Books from other channels
Government and Institutional materials

Language 
Content 
Content in multiple 
languages

Store
Content, learning 
tools purchases
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Example - Taylor & Francis Project 

● World's largest publisher in the 
Humanities and the Social Sciences 

● Developing full online content platform 
reading applications with analytics

● eBook collection currently has 3m users

● Combine eBooks with DRM textbook 
collection

● Further project to integrate textbooks 
with additional study resources



The Kortext Ecosystem - Intuitive and Interoperable

Learning Analytics 
    

Curriculum 
Management 

Personal BookshelfAcademic Portal

Content Creation 

Digitally 
‘Smart’ 

Learning 

eCommerce 
capability

Content Hub

Self-Assessment & 
Feedback Tools



How are students reading



Where are students reading



What are students reading



Creating Insights with Learning Analytics

Using analytics insights to 
drive student engagement
Cox and Jantti, 2012)

Using analytics insights to 
support student 
progression

Using analytics insights to 
prevent student dropout

Case Study

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1frbKwe8EP0myd6iogeOvBzHm7cCVv7Vt/view


Over 100 UK universities including ...

 



Government & International

Government 
& Consortia

International

RoW



Global Partnerships to Support Learners 

Partnerships to:
● Accelerate technology infrastructure 

capability 

● Layer in Artificial Intelligence / Machine 
Learning

● Connect learners and academics 
● Add learning resources / Textbooks 

Plus 1000 other publishers



Leading Partnerships for Global 
Growth

Leading Partnerships for Global Growth

2015



Leading Partnerships for Global Growth

2018



Contact Us:
Email: info@kortext.com  
Phone: +44 (0) 1202 551203
Website: www.kortext.com
Twitter: @kortext

http://www.kortext.com

